In-Class Project for Ch 7a & 7b


Team Members:

Manager: 
___________________________________
Computer Operator 1: 
___________________________________
Computer Operator 2: 
___________________________________
Web Researcher: 
___________________________________
Results Presenter: 
___________________________________
Topic:
Flash
Here are the tasks for each person:

Computer Operators:
Follow the handout to create a Flash movie.  Save it on a floppy disk so the Presenter can show it to the class.  When you are done, tell your presenter these two things:

· Was it easy to use Flash?  What was the hardest part of this project?

· Flash costs $200 or more to buy.  Do you think it’s worth it?

Web Researcher:
Find a couple of interesting Flash animations to show the class.  Be sure to find at least one that is elegant and professional, to demonstrate how beautiful Flash can be, and one that is funny.  To see the examples I have used in the past, click the “Sound and Video Examples” link on this page:


http://samsclass.info/100/100_S06.html#links


Feel free to go find other, better examples to use instead.  But find at least two good ones to show the class.

Results Presenter:
Don’t install Flash on the demonstration machine, because it’s too slow, and besides, the trial period means we can only use it once on each machine.  Demonstrate to the class the flash animations the Web Researcher found, and the flash animations your group members made.  Describe how they were created, and answer the two questions in the Computer Operators section above.


If your Computer Operators were not able to create a Flash animation, use the one I made here as a demonstration:


http://samsclass.info/100/projects/FlashDemo.swf

Team Members:

Manager: 
___________________________________
Computer Operator 1: 
___________________________________
Computer Operator 2: 
___________________________________
Web Researcher: 
___________________________________
Results Presenter: 
___________________________________
Topic:
Image Formats 1: Calculating File Sizes
Here are the tasks for each person:

Computer Operators:
Follow the handout to create six versions of the same image, and to calculate the sizes of the files.

Web Researcher:
Almost all images on Web pages are GIFs or JPEGs, but some people recommend using PNG files.  Find a clear, simple explanation of the difference between these formats, and answer these questions:

· What type of image should be stored in the GIF format?

· What type of image should be stored in the JPEG format?

· What type of image should be stored in the PNG format?

Results Presenter:
Show the class how to make a Monochrome Bitmap.


Then either write the chart of numbers the Computer Operators found on the board, or (preferably) project the chart with the numbers filled in.


Show the class how the various images look.  Some of them are more distorted than others.


Answer the questions in the Computer Operators section above.

Team Members:

Manager: 
___________________________________
Computer Operator 1: 
___________________________________
Computer Operator 2: 
___________________________________
Web Researcher: 
___________________________________
Results Presenter: 
___________________________________
Topic:
Photoshop
Here are the tasks for each person:

Computer Operators:
Follow the handout to create an image with Photoshop.  Save it on a floppy disk so the Presenter can show it to the class.  When you are done, tell your presenter these two things:

· Was it easy to use Photoshop?  What was the hardest part of this project?

· Flash costs $250 or more to buy.  Do you think it’s worth it?

Web Researcher:
A lot of people use Photoshop and Flash on the job.  Search the Web and find answers to these questions:

· How much does it cost to buy Photoshop?  What is the lowest price?  Try searching for “academic discount”

· How much does it cost to buy Flash?  What is the lowest price? 

· What classes at CCSF teach you how to use Photoshop and/or Flash?  When are they offered next semester?

Results Presenter:
Don’t install Photoshop on the demonstration machine, because it’s too slow, and besides, the trial period means we can only use it once on each machine.  Demonstrate to the class the images the Computer Operators started with, and the resulting composite image they created.  Describe how the images were created, and answer the two questions in the Computer Operators section above.


If the Computer Operators were unable to complete an image, you can show the class the one I made here:


http://samsclass.info/100/projects/photoshop_demo.html


Present the results from the Web Researcher.

Team Members:

Manager: 
___________________________________
Computer Operator 1: 
___________________________________
Computer Operator 2: 
___________________________________
Web Researcher: 
___________________________________
Results Presenter: 
___________________________________
Topic:
Image Formats 2: Comparing Vector and Bitmap Graphics

Here are the tasks for each person:

Computer Operators:
Follow the handout to create an image and save it in many formats, including SWF. 

Web Researcher:
Most images on Web pages are bitmaps – usually GIFs or JPEGs.  But Flash animations are very popular too.  Find a clear, simple explanation of the difference between these formats, and answer these questions:

· What is an important advantage of vector graphics compared with bitmap graphics?

· What is an important disadvantage of vector graphics compared with bitmap graphics?

· What type of image is best for vector graphics?

Results Presenter:
Project the chart of your results, and show the class the images you created.  Resize the SWF file and show that it stays sharp at all sizes, unlike the bitmap.


Present the results from the Web Researcher.
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