Ch 13: Documentation & Ch 14: Estimating

Q1: Why is cable plant documentation important?
A1: To save time and material during installation, help in planning upgrades and troubleshooting, and because test data with loss measurements are usually required for acceptance by end user



Q2: What data are required in cable plant documentation?
A2: Cable manufacturer, type, length; Fiber type and size, splices and termination points, losses; Connections: types, locations, losses; Path of every cable; end connections; dark fibers (dark fibers are unused fibers available for future use)



Q3: What skills are required for estimating installation costs?
A3: Arithmetic, command of language and acronyms, imagination, handwriting, and computer skills.



Q4: What are the three steps in estimating?
A4: Takeoff, Writing up, Summarizing



Q5: What is the working height for normal labor units?
A5: Max. working height 12 feet



Q6: What is the building height for normal labor units?
A6: Building not exceeding three stories



Q7: What are the labor units for Installing cable in conduit, 1-4 fibers?
A7: 0.016 – 0.02 hours per foot



Q8: What are the labor units for Installing cable in conduit, 144 fibers?
A8: 0.05 – 0.065 hours per foot



Q9: What are the labor units for Testing?
A9: 0.12 – 0.24 hours per fiber



Q10: What are the labor units for Terminating (polish required)?
A10: 0.40 – 0.6 hours apiece



Q11: Why do you need to include costs for removing old cable in estimates?
A11: Because removal of old cable is required by the NEC, and it can be much more difficult than installing new cable



Q12: What training costs are to be expected in estimates?
A12: You may have to teach the owners or their representatives how to use the system, and handle phone calls from them later



Q13: What is "overhead" in estimates?
A13: Indirect costs, like site security, office space, insurance, etc. Overhead is higher in high-tech work, because it's more complex.



CNIT 211 / Bowne
Page 1 of 1

