
Project 15: Offline Files
Worth 20 Points

This project requires a network with at least two Windows XP Pro machines.
Creating the YourName Test 1.txt Test Document
1. Log in to the S214 domain with your usual account, which has local Administrative rights.  If you cannot log on to the domain, log on locally.
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Click Start, Programs, Accessories, Notepad.  Type in some text.  Save the file on your desktop as YourName Test 1.txt.  Close Notepad.
3. Click Start, Run.  In the Run box, enter \\Instructor1\CNIT235\Offline and press Enter.  An Offline window opens.
4. Drag the YourName Test 1.txt jnto the Offline window.  You should see your file in the window, as shown to the right on this page. 
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On your desktop, drag the YourName Test 1.txt file into the Recycle bin.  If necessary, confirm the delete.

Verifying that Offline Files are Enabled on Your Computer
6. In the Offline window, click Tools, Folder Options.  Click the Offline Files tab.  Check the Enable Offline Files box, as shown to the right on this page.  Read through all the options to make sure you understand them.  Accept the default selections and click the OK button.
Making the YourName Test 1.txt Test Document Available Offline
7. In the Offline window, right-click YourName Test 1.txt file.  Click Make Available Offline.
8. In the Welcome to the Offline Files Wizard screen, click Next. 

9. In the Offline Files Wizard box, make sure that the Automatically synchronize the Offline Files when I log on and log off my computer box is checked and click Next.
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In the Offline Files Wizard box, make sure that both the check boxes are checked: Enable Reminders and Create a shortcut to the Offline Files folder on my desktop.  Click Finsh.

11. Notice that the YourName Test 1.txt file shows a double-arrow in the corner now, as shown to the right on this page, to indicate that it is a Offline File.  Also, the Shortcut to Offline Files icon appears on your desktop.
Changing the Local Copy of the YourName Test 1.txt Test Document While Online
12. In the Offline window, double-click the YourName Test 1.txt file.  The file opens in NotePad.  Type in some additional text and save the file.  Close Notepad.
13. Find a partner and go use their machine for a minute.  It does not matter what user account they are logged in as.

14. On your partner’s machine, open the \\Instructor\CNIT235\Offline share, if necessary.  Double-click the YourName Test 1.txt file.  The changes you just made are there, because while you are connected to the network the offline file works normally.  Close Notepad.  Return to your original computer.
Disabling Your Network Connection
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Click Start, right-click My Network Places, Properties.  If you do not see My Network Places, open My Computer, right-click My Network Places in the Common Tasks pane, and select Properties.
16. A Network Connections box opens, showing two connections.  One of the connections has a red X on it, to show that the cable is disconnected.  Right-click the other connection and select Disable.  If a box pops up telling you that a network share is no longer accessible, click OK  to close it.  Your Network Connections box should now show two connections: one disabled and the other unplugged, as shown to the right on this page.  This simulates the situation of a portable computer that is unplugged from the network.
Changing the Local Copy of the YourName Test 1.txt Test Document While Offline
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Look at your Cnit235 on Instructor1 window.  Note that all the other files have vanished—only the file you made available offline is still there, as shown to the right on this page.  Although the path to this file is still \\Instructor1\CNIT235\Offline , it is not actually on a network share: it is a local cached copy.  Double-click the YourName Test 1.txt file.  The file opens in NotePad.  Type in some additional text and save the file.  Close Notepad.

18. Find a partner and go use their machine for a minute.  It does not matter what user account they are logged in as.

19. On your partner’s machine, open the \\Instructor\CNIT235\Offline share, if necessary.  Double-click the YourName Test 1.txt file.  The changes you just made are not there, because your machine is off the network.  It has no way to update the network share.  Close Notepad.  Return to your original computer.

Enabling Your Network Connection
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In the Network Connections box, right-click the disabled connection and select Enable.  You are now connected to the network again.

21. Find the Offline Files icon (it looks like a monitor, as shown to the right on this page) at the left of the Notification Area in the lower right corner of your desktop.  Click it to open a Offline Files Status box, read the box, and click the OK button in that box.
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You should see a Synchronizing box, as shown to the right on this page.  If a Close Open Files box appears, read it, close all open files and folders, and click OK.

23. When the Synchronizing is complete, the network file will show the changes you made.  Open the file from your partner’s machine and verify that the changes are there.

Disabling Your Network Connection
24. Click Start, right-click My Network Places, Properties.  In the Network Connections box opens, right-click the active connection and select Disable.

Changing the Local Copy of the YourName Test 1.txt Test Document While Offline
25. In the Offline window, double-click the YourName Test 1.txt file.  The file opens in NotePad.  Type in some additional text and save the file.  Close Notepad.

Changing the Network Shared Copy of the YourName Test 1.txt Test Document While you are Offline
26. Find a partner and go use their machine for a minute.  It does not matter what user account they are logged in as.

27. On your partner’s machine, open the \\Instructor\CNIT235\Offline share, if necessary.  Double-click the YourName Test 1.txt file.  Type in some additional text and save the file.  Close Notepad.  You have now set up a File Conflict, in which both the offline and shared documents have changed, so there is no longer a clear way to tell which file is the most current.
Resolving File Conflicts
28. In the Network Connections box, right-click the disabled connection and select Enable.  You are now connected to the network again.

29. Find the Offline Files icon at the left of the Notification Area in the lower right corner of your desktop.  Click it to open a Offline Files Status box, and click the OK button in that box.

30. You should see a Synchronizing box. For a second or two, and then the Resolve File Conflicts box opens as shown to the right on this page.  Read through the box and make sure you understand it.  Then press Alt+PrntScn to copy that image to the clipboard.

31. Open Word, type in your name, and press Ctrl+V to paste in the screen image.  Save the Word document in your My Documents folder with the file name Proj15.  (If you don't have Word, use Paint and save the screen image as a JPEG file.)

32. Send your Word document to me as an e-mail attachment.  My e-mail address is sbowne@ccsf.edu.  Use a subject of CNIT 235 TR 11 am Proj15 From Your Name.  Send a Cc to yourself.

33. In the Resolve File Conflicts box, accept the default selection of Keep both versions and click the OK button.

34. Examine the files in the network shared folder.  There are now two files with your name on them: YourName Test 1.txt and YourName Test 1 (yourname v1).txt.  Open them and make sure you understand why they are different.

35. In the Offline window, click Tools, Folder Options.  Click the Offline Files tab.  Uncheck the Enable Offline Files box and click the OK button.

CNIT 235  Bowne
Page 3 of 3
Last modified 10-12-04

