Unit F: Communicating on the Web & Unit G: Downloading Programs

The Internet–Illustrated Introductory, Fourth Edition

Unit F

Communicating on the Web

Locate a Mailing List

· Use a search engine to search for mailing lists:

· use a search expression such as “topic e-mail list” 

· topic is the topic you are interested in 

· Go to a Web site that indexes mailing lists 

· Send the “list” command to a list server to retrieve a list of mailing lists on that server

Subscribe to a Mailing List

· To subscribe to a mailing list

· Visit the mailing list sponsor’s Web site and use a form to enter your name and e-mail address

· Example: tourbus.com

File the welcome message in an e-mail folder for future reference
Find a Newsgroup

· Newsgroups: 

· Are part of the Usenet database

· Require a newsreader or Google Groups to access the messages

· Also built into Windows XP Help

Clues to Use

· Mailing lists refer to discussions or information transmitted via e-mail

· Newsgroups refer to Usenet groups that require a newsreader to read

· A forum refers to a mailing list that is stored and read on a Web site 

Understand Chat

· Chat

· Communication that occurs in real-time on the Internet or on the Web

· Can be continuous or planned to occur at a specific time and to last for a specific duration

· Chat topics

· Some chats are open to discussion of any topic

· Some chats are focused on a specific topic or category of participants

Internet Relay Chat (IRC) 

· A communications program developed in 1988

· Popular with businesses for use for virtual meetings 

· IRC client software connects to an IRC server

· Not easy to use, or safe, for ordinary Web users

· Filled with criminals and malicious hackers

· Demo: dalnet.com

Web-based Chat

· Web chat sites offer the same capabilities as text-based IRC chat networks

· a Web chat site doesn’t require users to install special software

· Example: Yahoo Chat

This is a Myth

· Chat participants often:

· omit capitalization 

· do not worry about proper spelling and grammar

· frequently use emoticons 

· frequently use acronyms as shortcuts for common expressions

Understand Chat

· Private chat occurs between 

· individuals who know each other 

· individuals who are invited to participate in the chat

· Public chat occurs 

· in a chat room

· between anyone who is registered with the chat service and who enters the chat room

· Difference between instant messaging and Web-based chat:

· IM is usually between two people

· some IM programs allow you to chat with several people at once

· Web-based chat is between multiple people

· some users lurk 

· some users have multiple conversations going at the same time 

Use Instant Messaging

· In order for two people to exchange instant messages:

· both people must be using the same instant messaging software 

· or at least one of them must be using IM software that allows people with different instant messaging software to talk to each other

· both must be online at the same time

· ICQ 

· (pronounced “I seek you”) 

· one of the most popular instant messaging software programs available

· over 220 million worldwide users

· AOL Instant Messenger (AIM) 

· created a few years after the introduction of ICQ

· available to anyone (even people without AOL accounts) 

· Windows Messenger

· developed by Microsoft

· installed with Windows

· Also Skype and Yahoo IM

Learn about Virtual Communities

· Virtual communities (online social groups)

· make new friends

· establish acquaintances before moving to a new location

· discuss politics

· obtain advice

· make any number of other types of connections

· Usually these communities provide a directory that lists members’ locations, interests, and qualities

Terms to Use

· Lurk

· to observe messages without posting any

· News server 

· a server that stores a Usenet newsgroup 

· Distributed database 

· a database stored in multiple physical locations

· Chat room

· a public area 

· usually on a Web site

· anyone who is registered with the chat service can come and go

Unit G: Downloading Programs and Sharing Files

Investigate Freely Downloadable Progams

· Freeware

· Fully functional; no cost. no restrictions

· Examples: Firefox, Outlook Express

· Shareware

· Available for free during a short evaluation period

· After evaluation period, users must pay to keep using it

· Limited Edition (LE) Software

· free but restricted version of shareware 

· provides most of the functionality of the full version of the program 

· one or more useful features of the full version is usually omitted

· Upgrade to the full version of the program by purchasing it

· Licensed (Full Version) Software

· fully-functional software

· users must pay to license it

· license is usually in the form of a registration or serial number that you enter the next time you start the program

Understand Downloading Programs and File Sharing

· Download programs and share files via:

· HTTP

· FTP

· Peer To Peer (usually Torrents)

· HTTP

· download from a download site

· download from developer’s Web site

· FTP

· download from an FTP server

· need an FTP client program

· can also use a browser by typing ftp:// in Address or Location bar

· Peer-to-Peer File Sharing

· the process of transferring files directly from one computer to another without going through a Web site, Web server, or FTP server

· users install a PTP program, and then make files in certain folders on their computers available to other users of the PTP program

· Not necessarily illegal, but used illegally 99% of the time, to get copyrighted material

Terms to Use

· Download 

· receive a file on your computer from another computer

· Upload 

· send a file from your computer to another computer

· License

· pay a fee for the use of a software program

· Download site

· a Web site that contains freeware and shareware programs organized in categories
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